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NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 
Statement 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [9.59 pm]:  I inform the house that this is National 
Reconciliation Week.  I was honoured to have led the march in Kalgoorlie yesterday down Hannan Street.  I was 
joined in holding the lead banner by the Reconciliation Committee chair, Barbara McGillivray, and by James 
Donnelly, Bernadette Kelly and Don Burnett, the chief executive officer of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  Also 
joining the march down Hannan Street were students with their banners and flags from North Kalgoorlie Primary 
School and South Kalgoorlie Primary School.  About 500 students and adults in total walked together down 
Hannan Street to Kingsbury Park.  The sight of hundreds of people from various ethnic backgrounds lining the 
streets for yesterday’s march proved a timely reminder of just how much things have changed in Kalgoorlie-
Boulder, which was once labelled Australia’s most racist city.  However, despite the success of yesterday’s 
march for reconciliation, there is still a long way to go.  It was positive to see the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
take the lead on reconciliation through its Reconciliation Committee, which has taken massive steps.  The City 
of Kalgoorlie-Boulder was the first local government in Australia to establish a reconciliation committee that 
continues to deal successfully with local issues.  National Reconciliation Week offers people across Australia the 
opportunity to focus on reconciliation, to learn about the culture and history of Australia’s indigenous people, 
and to explore new and better ways of meeting challenges in our communities.  Public awareness of 
reconciliation has increased significantly in the past decade, and racist attitudes and behaviour are less tolerated.  
In Kalgoorlie-Boulder and across Australia people are getting on with the business of reconciliation in their 
communities, their workplaces, schools and universities.  This week provides members with the opportunity to 
renew their commitment to reconciliation.  It was a great feeling being in Kingsbury Park yesterday with all the 
kids around celebrating National Reconciliation Week, whether they were indigenous, white or from any other 
ethnic background.  It was great to see everyone unite together for a common purpose; that is, to fight for 
reconciliation and to make the rest of Australia aware that reconciliation is very important. 
 


